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Thought Thornhill was special? Well, it turns out you were absolutely right - it has the best                      

preserved feu layout in the WHOLE OF THE UK!  

Following the publication of 'On the Edge of Everywhere', Thornhill came to the attention of                        

several prominent historians who were previously unaware of the intact 18th century layout which the village       

possesses.  

Because of this, and after several rounds of successful applications, it will now join other significant cultural 
locations as the seventh UNISCO World Heritage site in Scotland.      

Having been granted conservation status in 2018, our village will now be upgraded to a full UNISCO World 

Heritage status.  

Author Stuart McCulloch said, 'This is fantastic for Thornhill – in my wildest dreams, I never thought my 

book, 'On the Edge of Everywhere' would have such an impact. For a wee place like Thornhill to now be      

preserved as it is for the next 100 years is fabulous. Having said that, I'm glad I don't live there anymore, as 

the planning restrictions will be fairly draconian.'  

Thornhill to be granted UNISCO* World Heritage Status  

 

Progress on village paths and proposed Aberfoyle to Stirling route 

12/01/20  20/03/20 

More on page 3 

The paths around Thornhill are well 

used for dog walking, for exercise and 

even for getting from A to B.  

However, lately some of the paths are 

getting muddier and less easy to walk 

on, especially after this winter’s rain.  

The  aptly named Thornhill Paths Group, 

supported by Thornhill Community 

Trust, have been holding meetings and 

inviting residents’ views on the current 

use and future of our paths.        For the full story see page 7 

As we live through this period of lockdown we all owe a huge debt of gratitude to our friends and neighbours and to the many 

working people out and about keeping things ticking over. 

Thank you each and every one. 

In response to the crisis a new volunteer network has sprung into action and set up Thornhill Village Help. The team is helping 

households in Thornhill and reach as far as Ruskie. 

They are offering to pick up shopping, post mail, collect urgent supplies or even give you a friendly phone call. 

Contact the team via Laura on: 07412 983083 

If they can’t help you locally they’ll try and find a way to get help to you. Scott Paterson, Chair, Thornhill & Blairdrummond 

Community Council is also working with them. 

Many thanks to all the volunteers who have signed up to help. 

Councillor Martin Earl has been circulating key national and local information about the response to the pandemic. Please contact 

him on 01877 376377 or earlm@stirling.gov.uk if you have any queries. 

Take care, stay safe and find updates on Thornhill Views Facebook page, shop door and notice board. 

Thornhill Pulls Together 
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 South Common Drainage  

“Many thanks for attending the pre-arranged meeting with Stephen, Jean and Neil on 10 February. It was useful to gauge the 

drainage issues first-hand and to learn what actions the football club and community volunteers had been undertaking. I shall 

discuss with Stephen and James following the site visit and can confirm intended actions are:    

 1.       Jean and Stephen will work with the football club to identify and take forward funding applications for the pitch 

for secondary drainage grit-banding as per Jean’s email on Monday.  

 2.       Stephen and James (Aikman) shall contact the Council’s Access Officer, (Angela Simpson)  regarding the areas 

on which the core path are on private land, notably where the drain outlet is flowing over the path to ascertain if the Access 

Officer can seek to address this.  

 3.       Stephen and James shall contact a drainage/land consultant to obtain costs for a drainage study and report of 

the area, with recommendations, outline costs that may assist inform obtaining capital funds for any drainage works the 

Council could look to fund. In terms of the area with orange barrier cordon around it where the black plastic pipe has been 

exposed/is running we would ask the consultant explore either making the sides less steep if to be left as an open            

watercourse ditch or whether culverting with access chambers for future maintenance is more appropriate  

 4.       Stephen shall arrange in late Autumn 2020 for some of the self-seeded vegetation to be cut back and chipped 

on site around the pitch.  Regards, Colin”  

TCT will carefully follow up this situation, but in the meantime please let us know if you have any 

more questions or concerns about this matter. Contact email: thornhillstirling@gmail.com.   Joyce Firth  

“I’m writing on behalf of Thornhill Community Trust (TCT) and Thornhill Football Club to request an early meeting to discuss 

the significant drainage problems which have been experienced on Thornhill South Common and football pitch.  

This is a very important multi-use public green space which is well used by all the community, being even more significant 

due to the busy road running through the narrow Main Street. The South Common is owned by Stirling Council and is part of 

the Stirling Council core paths network. It is rich in biodiversity and contains mature trees, millennium oaks, newly planted 

areas of woodland, Scottish native woodland hedges, wildflower reserves, lots of open green space, a playpark and football 

pitches.  

The ongoing drainage problems are long standing and large areas of the common, south of the football pitch, are very wet 

and difficult for long periods of time. This was highlighted in our Priority Budget bid last year.  

As you may be aware local attempts have been made to alleviate the drainage problems around the football pitch but have 

not yet resolved them.  A number of trees and ground have been damaged as part of this process. The work was left      

unfinished because of the weather and this interval has left us time to consider our options as a community. We do not think 

that drainage problems should be left to local volunteers to solve and would like the Council to become involved in advising 

and implementing actions to improve drainage on the South Common as a whole.  

We are most anxious to get a plan in place, to be shared with the whole community, about how this area, valued by many 

different users and beneficiaries in the village, is to be restored and maintained.  Equally importantly we are looking for   

funding to be sourced to undertake the urgent remedial sand banding on the football pitch to ensure a playable surface next 

season. We understand arrangements are underway to discuss this specific matter with Stephen Robertson and Jean      

Cowie (Funding Officer), and all being well a member of TCT will also attend. We understand the school football pitch next 

to the playpark is to be repaired this year – thank you.  

The desired outcome of working together would be a long lasting and reliable solution to drainage problems so that all     

residents and visitors can take advantage of this wonderful green space.”  

A visit to the South Common had been set up so that Stirling Council Funding Officer Jean Cowie & Stephen     

Robertson (Grounds Maintenance) could meet with Neil MacLaren and others to discuss a possible funding          

application for improving the football pitch. Following the TCT letter Colin MacKay Team Leader Operations 

(Grounds Maintenance) and Joyce Firth also attended when the scope of the meeting widened to consider the   

common in general. Colin MacKay replied very quickly after the meeting with this letter:  

In the light of widespread concern about drainage problems in the South Common, TCT & Thornhill Football Club 

wrote to Stirling Council. Thornhill & Blairdrummond Community Council and local councillors also received           

copies. Here is the full text of the letter from Joyce Firth and further below, the reply from Stirling Council following 

a site meeting on February 10. 
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    On Friday 6 March 2020 the pupils at Thornhill Primary School celebrated World 

Book Day. We had a wide selection of costumes. There were Harry Potters, a   

Minion, Paddington Bear and many more. The teachers dressed up too, Mrs Cleland 

was Mary Poppins, Mrs Jackson was Fern from  Charlotte’s Web, Mrs Paton was the 

snowman from The Snowman and Mrs Nicolson was Betty O’Barley from the   

Scarecrows’ Wedding. 

We had a Book Quiz on Friday afternoon to test our knowledge of book characters 

and authors. Ledi won with 47 points and they got an extra playtime to celebrate 

their win. We also took part in World Book Day Bingo. Each pupil was given a raffle 

ticket and the chance to win one of the three book token prizes. Well done to this 

year’s winners. 

Our Reading Reps pupil group have been working hard to encourage reading in our local community. They have been  

decorating ‘Reading Rocks’. Our next job is to hide them around the village, look out for our rocks and let us know if you 

find any. We are also encouraging reading for enjoyment in our school. P5-7 pupils take part in buddy reading. Each week 

we select a book from the library van that we would like to share with our little buddies in P1/2. On a Wednesday        

afternoon we share our books. Unfortunately, coronavirus has put a stop to these new activities. 

I f  p e o p l e  t h o u g h t             

conservation status was bad, 

wait until you hear about 

what UNISCO World    

Her i tage S i te status         

involves ...  

 Any new external 

building works are 

automatically  rejected 

on application  

 Internal works will be 

subject to Grade 1 

L i s t e d  B u i l d i n g      

consent  

 If ANY changes are to 

be made externally 

(including re-painting in existing colour) then a full planning application MUST be made. This will be subject to     

appendices 23-341 of UNISCO World Heritage Status guidelines  

 Any small internal changes (curtains, bed sheets, toilet paper) will be subject to appendices 07-22 of UNISCO 

World Heritage Status guidelines  

 As sound vibration may affect the structure of buildings, all audio equipment, vocals and vehicles (including  tractors) 

will be limited to 50dB maximum output. Assessors will be carrying out spot checks for the first year. So, no more 

shouting at the dog/kids/TV. And yes, you'll have to fix the Ferguson's exhaust for the first time in 30 years  

 Personal appearance – every first Friday in the month, anybody making an external appearance (beyond their own 

threshold) must be dressed in 18th century farming attire. When inside, this must be obeyed if you are within 2   

metres of a Main Street window 

 As tourism booms, all residents will be expected to learn the contents verbatim of 'On the Edge of Everywhere'. 

Again, spot checks will be carried out. If a question cannot be answered, you will be subject to public humiliation in 

the soon to be re-instated village stocks. Rotten vegetable projectiles will be supplied by UNISCO. Be aware, 

throwing accuracy will be subject to spot checks also. So, no missing Granny by 'accident'.  

How will all this affect local businesses? Given the exponential rise in tourism World Heritage status will bring, Robert 

Turnbull (The Village Store) was pragmatic about the changes. 'I think we have to look on this as a positive for the village. I 

know some people might not be too keen on the First Friday dressing up rule, but when you balance that against the    

increased trade I'll get, it's a bit of a no brainer', the Doune resident said.  

So, make the most of this coming year before the UNISCO World Heritage Status is introduced on April 1, 2021.        

Get reading and get learning! 'On the Edge of Everywhere' is still available in the Village Shop for only £10.   

               

Thornhill to be granted UNISCO* World Heritage Status continued from page 1 

    by Deia and Shona  

Thornhill Primary School 

 *UNISCO – Utter Nonsense In SCOtland. 
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Coronavirus infection  

This is a virus that can affect your lungs and airways. There is currently no vaccine available. The main symptoms are 

a cough, high temperature, shortness of breath, tiredness and muscle pains. More serious cases develop pneumonia, 

sepsis and respiratory problems.  

For up-to-date information, visit https://www.nhsinform.scot/coronavirus or call the helpline 0800 028 2816 

If you have a fever or cough, self-isolate for seven days. If you feel your symptoms are getting worse then use the 

NHS 111 online coronavirus service. If you do not have internet access, call NHS 111. For a medical emergency dial 

999. Please only contact the health centre for urgent or emergency issues.  

There will be no face-to-face routine GP and nurse appointments. If you have a booked appointment, please contact 

the health centre to change this to a telephone appointment. If the clinician feels it is essential to see you, you will 

be offered a time to come into the practice. 

There are currently no changes to appointments for blood tests and other procedures. 

You can order prescriptions via the practice email on fv-uhb.gp25224douneadm@nhs.net 

How to avoid catching or spreading germs:  

 Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you 

cough or sneeze  

 Put used tissues in the bin straight away  

 Wash your hands with soap and water often, for 20 seconds. 

 Use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available  

 Do not touch your eyes, nose or mouth if your hands are not clean 

 Stay home 

Easter Holidays  

The clinic will be closed over Easter from Friday 10 April until Monday 14 April, reopening on Tuesday 15 April, 

though almost certainly remaining in the current 

restricted COVID-19 mode. This means a much 

reduced service at present. Refer to Doune Health 

centre website for further information.  

May holiday  

The clinic will be closed on Monday 4 May as this is a 

public holiday. NHS 24 will be dealing with 

emergencies during the closure. Tel. 111, if you are 

unwell or need to talk to someone before we reopen.  

Phlebotomy Facility (New Service)  

We have recently introduced a phlebotomy service on 

a Thursday morning for Doune patients. In the 

afternoon the phlebotomist will be seeing patients 

from Dunblane Health centre. This is being well used 

already. A Phlebotomist is a person trained to take 

blood samples from a patient for clinical investigations 

and monitoring.  

Farewell to Pam, our Practice Manager  

Pamela Littlefield is retiring after 19 years and was the 

first manager for the Practice. Pam has always run a 

tight ship and works quietly behind the scenes for the 

benefit of the clinic team and patients, and she was a 

key figure in negotiating and planning the new health 

centre. 

Office Manager Mairi McGrandles is stepping into 

Pam's shoes as Practice Manager. We wish both Pam 

and Mairi our best wishes for the future.  

Linda Keay ( Practice nurse) 

Doune Health Centre news   NB: This page was updated 29 Mar 2020 
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Community Noticeboard 

It will be no surprise to read that we have had no choice 

but to cancel Tea ‘n' Chat until further notice.   

When we do re-open it will be published here, and also 

there will be notices in the Village Store.                       

For more information, contact Belinda MacMillan 01786 

850692 or 07748 140 781 

All group meetings have been suspended due to the spread 

of coronavirus. They will resume when it is safe to do so.

                                              Myra Cumming 

Fiona from Bramble and Thyme Flowers was to be our 

speaker at the meeting on Tuesday 21 April but this event 

has been postponed. It is yet to be confirmed, but the 

original plan was for the annual Plants Sale to be held on 

Saturday 9 May, at 2pm, in the Community Hall. If we go 

ahead, donations of plants can be brought to the hall 

between 10am & 11am. Please check nearer the time.                              

       Charlotte Johnston 

Thornhill Gardening Society   

Callander and West Perthshire U3A  

Sadly, we have to cancel the Guild Spring Concert scheduled 

for Wednesday April 1, with the Mondayleles. We are very 

disappointed, but there is no alternative. We hope to invite 

these players back another time. We will just have to party 

when all this is over. Meanwhile keep laughing. Laughter is 

apparently good for the immune system. Keep safe & well. 

Norrieston Guild         Elspeth Burnett 

Staying safely in our homes is the advice we have all 

adhered to this month, so this issue is the first to be 

completed without a single face-to-face meeting; you could 

call this the Virtual Views.  

It’s not been without its challenges, but then these are 

challenging times and the Thornhill Views team would 

never let you down!                                     The TV Team 

Behind Closed Doors 

Tea ‘n’ Chat 
The boys and girls at Playgroup have been busy celebrating 

all the special calendar events that have taken place, including 

Chinese New Year, Burns Day and Valentine’s Day. They 

have been on the hunt for the signs of Spring too and have 

made some bright Spring themed crafts.  

Our numbers are great this session and the children are 

thriving in their development of social and pre-school skills. 

Thanks to Sara and Jemma, Tuesday and Friday mornings are 

full of fun for the wee people in our community!   

With heavy hearts we have had to close our doors for the 

foreseeable future. We wish you all good health and Sara and 

Jemma will miss all of our small people very, very much. 

Watch this space for news of us reopening!          Fiona Foote 

Thornhill Playgroup  



 Page 6 

All change this year  

There will be several changes to the TCT trustees. We are sorry to be losing 2 of our longstanding trustees with 

both Roddy Anderson and Jen Kerr stepping down as trustees and from their roles as TCT Secretary and 

Treasurer. Kate Anderson is also stepping down as TCT Chair, but happily will be remaining as a trustee and taking 

on the Treasurer’s role going forward.    

All being well, current Trustees Joyce Firth and Alison Wallis, will take on the roles of Chair and Secretary 

respectively at the AGM. We are now looking for members of TCT to consider becoming Trustees, so that we can 

continue the valuable work of the Trust.   

Thornhill Community Trust AGM was to be held on Thursday 28 May 2020 at 7pm In Thornhill Community Hall 

but has now been postponed. All members of TCT and the wider community are welcome to attend the 

rescheduled date which will be announced in due course.  

The results of the photo competition will be announced, refreshments provided and there will be lots of 

opportunity to find out about all the TCT activities this year including paths, biodiversity, Light Up Thornhill, 

Thornhill Views and more.  

Thornhill Community Trust News  

Village Website & Photo Competition  

We have been working over the winter to revamp the Village website; it’s looking quite different. Please check it 

out at www.thornhillstirling.org. This is intended to be a site where residents and visitors can find material on 

local amenities, social and community events, local news and links to useful information. In other words, this is 

your space! If you run a club or group, have an event you want to advertise, or share news about new            

developments affecting the village, then you could become one of our blog editors. Contact the website editor 

at thornhillstirling@gmail.com  

To celebrate the new look, we’re holding a photo competition! When you visit the About Thornhill page on 

the site, you’ll see a photo of a group of men from Thornhill in 1937, recording the creation of the football pitch - 

just another day for them, but an important historical memento now.  

The new Thornhill Community 

W e b s i t e  i s  h o l d i n g  a             

photography competition with 

the theme Thornhill Now to show 

life in Thornhill - and to make 

our own historical mementos of 

the future. 

We are looking for your original 

photos of life in and around 

Thornhill in the present         

day - this could be landscapes, 

buildings, objects, animals or 

people at work or play. The 

best entries will be published on 

the website and the winners will 

receive a prize. Full terms and 

conditions are on the village 

website at https://thornhillstirling.org/photography-competition/   

Rules: Your photo should be taken by you, be previously unpublished and be of Thornhill or within a 3-mile   

radius. People appearing in your photo must give permission for print and digital publication.                                  

How to take part: There are 2 age categories: under 16 years and 16 years and over. You may enter as many 

photos as you wish. Send a digital copy of your photo in .jpeg file format to: thornhillstirling@gmail.com. Please 

write “Thornhill Now Photo” in the subject line and the file name of the photo should include your                

surname. Attach the photos to your e-mail and include your age, name, address and telephone number in the      

message. Photos should be submitted by the end of June and the winners will be announced at the TCT AGM.   

 

TCT AGM notification  
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In March, the group met with a representative of The Conservation Volunteers, a volunteering charity. With his 

assistance, we measured and assessed the state of the paths and we are now in a stronger position to plan and make 

a start on work to make improvements - and maybe throw away our wellies! There are some ‘quick wins’; that is 

paths which have previously had some surface work but are now silted over - these just need scraping back to reveal 

the original surface. We have started (on the Hedges Path and path near the L&U) and welcome any odd hour or 

two you can offer. Contact the group by email at thornhillpaths@gmail.com to find out how you can help - which 

can be achieved at a social distance! Other paths (e.g. Norrieston path) will need more work, materials, funding and 

planning.   

Whilst most of the planning has so far been focused on the Core Paths in the village, the Paths Group has also 

examined the potential for making connections to the surrounding areas towards Callander, Stirling, Kippen and Port 

of Menteith. These are longer term projects. 

The 3 kilometre walk north of the village to the Muir Dam, following the Cessintully Burn up Nelly’s Glen, is a 

glorious and wildsome experience but many of the stiles need replacing. Stirling Council have offered to fund the 

materials for their replacement, which we are pursuing. 

A 160-metre footpath from Back Yetts, just beyond the JCC works, to the new houses at Boquhapple Mains is part 

of the new houses’ planning conditions and is scheduled to start this month. The Paths Group are also keen to 

extend the footpath alongside the A873 as far as the West Moss-side track and this has been raised with the 

landowner. 

As reported in TV edition 35, it would appear that the Stirling to Aberfoyle cycle way, promoted by Stirling Council 

and the Aberfoyle Cycling Network, is now to start at the old Drip Bridge over the Forth by Dobbies. A feasibility 

study to identify options from Aberfoyle to Port of Menteith has been proposed, but there has been no discussion to 

date of the link between Thornhill and Port of Menteith. We are pleased to have been invited to join the Steering 

Group for the Aberfoyle to Stirling cycle route.  

Progress on village paths and proposed Aberfoyle to Stirling route  continued from page 1 

Alison Wallis and Keith Yates for the Paths Group  

Above: Work on the path to the North Common 20 March 2020 

Below: Gate on the path to Nellie’s Glen 

30 June 2020 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Date Time Event  Venue 

April 

Fri 10 Apr All day Public Holiday  Doune Health Centre 

Mon 13 Apr All day Public Holiday  Doune Health Centre 

Tues 21 Apr Postponed Thornhill Gardening Society  

Talk 

Thornhill Community Hall 

Wed 29 Apr Cancelled Tea 'N' Chat  Thornhill Community Hall 

May 

Wed 6 May  7.00 pm  Thornhill & Blairdrummond Community Council  

AGM  
Thornhill Community Hall 

Wed 6 May  7.30pm Thornhill & Blairdrummond Community Council  

Meeting 
Thornhill Community Hall 

Sat 9 May  2.00pm Thornhill Gardening Society  

Plants Sale  - postponement likely 
Thornhill Community Hall 

Mon 25 May  All day Public Holiday  Doune Health Centre 

Wed 27 May  10.00 am- 

12.30 pm  

Tea 'N' Chat  

 

Thornhill Community Hall 

Thu 28 May  Postponed Thornhill Community Trust  - AGM  Thornhill Community Hall 

 

Gardens open to the public under Scotland’s Gardens scheme within 

a 10-mile radius of Thornhill are listed below. The gardens are open 

for charity, with 60% of the money raised going to the garden    

owners’ chosen charity and the net remaining to Scotland’s Gardens 

beneficiaries.  

For further information please contact Teresa Hill (publicity) for 

Scotland’s Gardens Scheme Stirlingshire              

Email: teresaahill55@icloud.com Home Tel: 01786 451441. Mobile: 07881 486692. 

Kilmadock House, Doune FK16 6AA Sunday 10 May 2-5pm - CANCELLED 

Bridge of Allan’s gardens. Sunday 17 May 1-5pm. A mixture of large and small garden plus the allotments. Gardens are 

signposted within the village 

Shrubhill, Dunblane FK15 9PA  23-24 May 2-5pm 

Kilbryde Castle, Dunblane FK15 9NF 23 - 25 May 

11am - 4pm. Also open by arrangement 16 March - 30 

September  

Gargunnock House Garden, Monday 25 May 11am-

3.30pm. Also, open 16 March- 25 September, 11am - 

3.30 pm (not Saturday or Sunday)  

Thorntree, Arnprior, FK8 3EY. Sunday 21 June, 2 - 

5pm 

SGS is making recommendations to garden owners 

of ways to keep safe if they chose to open, so we’re 

hoping people will stay the course. But as we know, 

things are changing daily! 

For the most up-to-date information about 

how coronavirus is affecting openings, please 

visit www.scotlandsgardens.org 

Scotland’s Gardens opening in our locality, 2020  

All events are contingent on the lifting of coronavirus restrictions on public gatherings  

Please check ahead since all public gatherings have been cancelled 

at the time of Thornhill Views going to press 
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Thornhill and Blairdrummond Community Council meeting      
Here is a summary of the salient points from the meetings held on 15 January and 25 February 2020. The full minutes 

are on the village notice board (Thornhill) and hall notice board (Blairdrummond)  

Community Council 

Election of Chair and Vice Chair: With Ronald Graham’s departure from the Community Council, Vice Chair 

Scott Paterson is stepping into the vacated post. Hector Muir is the new Vice Chair. Both positions were duly 

proposed and seconded.  

Police Scotland 

Theft: The community are advised not to leave keys in doors or hanging close to doors as these can be retrieved 

with fishing rods or similar. If anyone witnesses anything that they feel is suspicious, please contact police providing a 

description of any people or vehicles seen and if possible, a registration number of the vehicle.  

Community Engagement: Regular updates from the police can be found on ‘Forth Valley Police’ Facebook page 

and tweet using @StirlingPol  

Should anyone have any policing issues they wish to discuss or raise, please contact us at Callander Police Station on 

101 or via email at TrossachsTeithCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk  

Stirling County Councillors 

Budget: There will be a Council Tax increase of 4% this year (last year it was 3%).  

Housing rent increase: There are two options for rent increase – either 3.2% with general maintenance or 4% with 

Capital programme which would look at Solar panels etc. The most popular proposal at present seems to be 3.2%.  

Climate emergency: Locally there are groups looking into allotments, wild meadows etc. A report will go to full 

council in March to start consulting with communities and get local people involved.  

Residents Forum: a Thornhill resident approached a community councillor about a sunken manhole cover. 

Residents can contact Stirling Council direct on 01786404040 if they see something that needs addressed.  

NEXT MEETING: Subject to current restrictions, the next meeting (and AGM) will take place on Wednesday 6 

May in Thornhill Community Hall. The AGM begins at 7.00pm, with the regular meeting at 7.30pm. Residents are 

welcome to attend all meetings.           Elaine Young 

 

Callander and District Young Farmers’ Club  

     Eilidh Graham  

It’s been a busy couple of months for Callander YFC! Things started with a bang with a bonfire and fireworks display 

at Norrieston Farm, big thanks to the Black family (especially Pam for her homemade stovies!). Then at the end of 

November we had our highly anticipated 75th Anniversary Dinner Dance at Dunblane Hydro. A great night was had 

by all past and present members! Big thanks to all involved in the organisation of the night and those who kindly do-

nated AMAZING raffle prizes!  

Then it was Christmas time! Stuffed ourselves at our annual club meal at the Lion & Unicorn, travelled the Clyde & 

Central district far and wide for Christmas dances – all whilst practising for our concert! Into 2020 and CONCERT 

TIME! We had three nights performing at Thornhill Community Hall, SELLING OUT the Friday and Saturday nights! 

Lots of people stayed to cut some shapes at the dance following the Saturday performance. The cast had a great time 

performing their unique talents for everyone and hope those who came to see it enjoyed it half as much as we did! 

Coming up: weekly rehearsals for Talent Spot competition and various club outings. We still have a limited number 

of our naked calendars for sale - £10 with proceeds going to Strathcarron Hospice, contact Kirsty Wright 

07547751405 to bag yourself one! Keep up to date with everything we get up to on our Facebook page and if you 

are looking for more information don’t hesitate to contact our Secretary Jan on 07557509475.  
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It seems that we have had a long wait for Spring but 

it is finally here and there is plenty of wildlife to be 

seen down at Flanders, now nature is waking up. 

A quiet walk around the boardwalk on a sunny day 

can be very productive. The increasing day length 

and warmth mean that the amphibians are very 

busy. Frogs, toads and newts all use the moss to 

breed, gathering in pools and producing spawn that 

will gradually turn into tadpoles. The reptiles will 

also be making use of the sunny warmth with the 

first common lizards patrolling the boardwalk   

looking for flies. Adders are less often seen along the path but do hibernate all round the edges of the moss so you never 

know when you might see the tail end of one sliding away into the undergrowth. 

By May the first dragonflies and damselflies will be on the wing – rattling 4 spot chasers and smaller more delicate large 

red damselflies. Well worth checking out the pools by the boardwalk to see these. 

If you take a seat on one of the benches, then open your ears to the birdsong. Flanders is a great place to listen to the 

spring songsters with willow warblers, whinchats, skylarks, meadow pipits and reed buntings all yelling their heads off. And 

perhaps the best representative of spring is the cuckoo for which Flanders is a bit of a hot spot. The last week of April is 

when they arrive so a visit then and after is well worth it to get 

your cuckoo fix for the year. 

With the news being fairly grim at present Flanders Moss offers 

an escape from the real world, if only for a brief while. A walk 

up through the trees from the car park and you enter a natural, 

open, wild landscape filled with wildlife and unlike anything else 

around. So why not make the escape and enjoy a bit of spring 

wildlife? 

To find out what is currently on offer at Flanders Moss NNR, 

c h e c k  o u t  t h e  b l o g 

https://2bogsaswampandsomeislands.wordpress.com/ for     

regular update .                                                                                               

If you have any questions, please contact me on                                  

David.Pickett@nature.scot.uk  

Spring on the Moss 

Well, these are not words that I had intended to be sharing a few weeks ago. The world has changed so much in a few 

short weeks. I hope you are well and are caring for yourselves and others. No matter what you believe, may you know I 

am thinking of the whole community and wishing you well. We are all in this together. 

Smile and encourage one another, reach out and care for each other (but avoid germ-sharing activities), love well, and 

laugh in the midst of the challenges. We are God’s beloved children empowered and strengthened in the midst of all the 

storms and unexpected realities of life. Remember the fruits of the spirit which Paul wrote about to his friends in the  

Letter to Galatians. ‘What is important is faith expressing itself in love (5:6b)’ and ‘For the whole law can be summed up 

in this one command: “Love your neighbour as yourself.” (5:14)’ and ‘The Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our 

lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. There is no law against these 

things! (5:22-23)’.  

Let us allow God’s Spirit to shine through us in the little and large ways we live. If you are self-isolating or social         

distancing over the coming weeks, let us not be isolated or distant in Spirit. My prayers are for your health and wellbeing 

in body, mind and spirit.          Rev. Ellen Larson Davidson  

From the Minister 

Coronavirus: In accordance with government instructions, formal Sunday Church services have been cancelled until 

further notice. Should you need to contact Ellen on any pastoral or spiritual matter, these are her contact details: 

Rev. Ellen Larson Davidson.                     Tel. 01786 871249        Mobile. 07412 578997 

Email:  elarsondavidson@churchofscotland.org.uk  

Norrieston Parish Church 

Dave Pickett  
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Thornhill Biodiversity Group – 2020 activities 

 Thornhill bumblebee walks – a great 

favourite during the BioBlitz 

 An introduction to the Water Vole, best 

known as ‘Ratty’ from The Wind in the 

Willows and a local conservation success 

story, with the Trossachs Water Vole Project 

 Thornhill moth trapping – another chance to 

enjoy these spectacular but often overlooked 

creatures 

 Solstice wander across Flanders Moss with 

bats and moths. Walk from West Moss-side 

at the end of Forth Valley ArtBeat with Dave 

Pickett (SNH) and Kate Sankey followed by 

barbeque and ceilidh 21st June.  

Elephant  

Hawkmoth  

Buff-tip moth 

Brimstone Moth  

“Ratty” 

Following on from 

a fantastic 2019, 

which included the 

v i l l ag e ’ s  f i r s t 

B i o B l i t z , 

community tree 

planting on the 

South Common 

a n d  a n 

introduction to the 

wonderful world of 

moth trapping, the 

group met to 

discuss ideas for 

2020. 

Plans are also afoot for a comprehensive 

habitat survey of the North Common, to help 

inform management to benefit wildlife, the 

results of which will be shared with the public. 

We also intend to set up a lending library of 

equipment, such as bat detectors and hand 

lenses, so people can explore the natural 

wonders on their doorstep for themselves! 

If you would like to stay abreast of all things biodiversity-based here in Thornhill, please email us at 

thornhillbiodiversity@gmail.com.                                   Matt Harding 

As we are currently in the midst of a rapidly evolving public 

health situation, with non-essential contact now to be avoided, 

the idea of a biodiversity event programme seems rather       

unlikely. However, in the spirit of optimism we hope to look 

ahead to the following: 


